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Abstract:

Multi-country surveys of the public's perception of risk using the same questionnaire were sequentially
implemented from April to December 2006 in Japan, China, and South Korea. Statistical analyses, such as
traditional mean tests, rank order tests, two-step cluster analysis, and principal component analysis were
used to analyze the survey data. The results revealed that Chinese tend to be more tolerant of risk than
Japanese and South Koreans. In all three countries, the threats of global warming, cancer, traffic accidents,
and fire were perceived as higher-order risks, while infectious diseases and threats from high technology
were perceived as lower-order risks. Looking across the entire multi-country sample, we found that Chinese
participants perceived greater risk in typhoons, SARS, and drugs; Japanese saw greater risk from gas
exPLoSions and potential threats coming over the Internet; while people in all three countries identified
earthquakes as a primary risk. These differences in risk perception reflect the natural and socioeconomic
conditions in the three countries. Although the study did not emphasize differences in risk perception within
countries based on demographic factors such as education, age, and gender, we found that differences
based on education and age tended to be greater in China and South Korea than in Japan. We also found
that men perceived greater risks than women in China and South Korea, while in Japan it was the opposite
with women perceiving greater risks. A comparison of these results with previous studies reveals a bias in
past studies toward student samples and indicates the need for more representative samples in
multi-country surveys. © Springer Science+Business Media B.V. 2008.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker, Public, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
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 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia

Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Country

Other Asian Country: China;Japan;South Korea

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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